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Easter is soon upon us. For the 
Christian, Easter is a day of victory as we 
celebrate both Jesus’ resurrection from the 
dead, and our promise of rising with Him 
unto eternal life. But before this glorious 
resurrection we also remember the Passion of 
Christ. Through that Passion we also 
recognize that we too have crosses to bear 
until the day of glory. 

When we remember the Passion of 
Christ and Easter, we are reminded that God 
does not promise wealth, luxury, and success 
in this world. God does promise to be with us 
always and to help us always. Yes, God does 
answer prayers for financial needs and healing, 
and He wants us to pray for ALL our needs. 
But God also uses our hardships and trials to 
grow us in the faith. 

Remember this: Jesus suffered on 
earth. When Jesus told His disciples He would 
suffer and die Peter rebuked Him saying, 
“Never, Lord! This shall never happen to 
you!” (Matthew 16:22). And what was Jesus’ 
response? He said, “Get behind me, Satan! You are 
a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind 
the things of God, but the things of 
men” (Matthew 16:23). 

What do we have in our minds? Do we 
have in mind “the things of God” or do we 
have in mind “the things of men”? The things 
of men involve comfort, security, luxury in 
this world. The things of men seek glory on 

this earth. But this is not of God. “The things 
of God” did include Jesus’ cross at Calvary. 
Not kingly glory and dominion over this 
earth, but the glory of the cross with all its 
humiliation, suffering and death. “The things 
of God” did include the bearing of the cross 
for Jesus’ disciples. Jesus clearly told them, “If 
anyone would come after me, he must deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me” (Matthew 
16:24).  

As we go through Holy Week to Easter, 
toward the cross and the empty tomb, let us 
also persevere and endure and have in mind 
“the things of God” and not “the things of 
men”. Paul said in Romans, “I consider that our 
present sufferings are not worth comparing with the 
glory that will be revealed in us” (8:19). This is 
what we are heading toward - a future glory 
that we hope for in heaven, not on earth. Like 
the many disciples who have gone before us, 
we too are called to persevere and endure. 
May Easter hope and joy be yours as you 
persevere in the faith! 

 

Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!   
Alleluia! 
 

—Pastor Jason 
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TRADITIONAL SERVICE 9AM 
Communion Served April 9 & 23 

10-10:15AM COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 
10:15AM BIBLE STUDY 

 

PALM SUNDAY & EASTER SERVICES AT 9AM 
 

Services are video recorded and posted online at 
glcbanning.org.  You may also follow along with the 
order of service sent by email.   

Office Hours:  Closed Mondays — Pastor’s day off; 
Tues-Wed-Thurs 8--noon;    Friday 8--10am 
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April BIRTHDAYS 
 

  4 –    Samantha Martinez 
  4 –    Karen Newman 
  9 –    Barbara Acevedo 
  9 –    Pax Reinecker III 
21 –    Glenn Ballinger 
23 –    Keith Moddelmog 
24 –    Daphne Hester 
27 –    Susie Mattegit 
28 –    Ed Dominguez 
28 –    Christopher Martinez 
30 –    Connie Reinecker 
 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
 

17 –  Dennis & Teresa Barnett 
20 –  Paige & Carey Wilson 
27 –  Gabe & Elisia Mata 

 

       HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

PALM SUNDAY 
Palm Sunday is on the first Sunday of April,  
(April 2nd), and is the beginning of Holy Week.   
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY service is April 6 at 

1pm with Holy Communion, and GOOD 
FRIDAY service will be on April 7 at 1pm.   
 

EASTER SERVICE  
Our Easter celebration 
service will be on Sunday, 
April 9 at 9am.  Invite your 
friends and neighbors to join us 
for worship! 
 

EASTER BREAKFAST 

Easter Breakfast will be served beginning at 8am.  
Join us for a delicious breakfast served by the 
Fellowship Committee. Come anytime between 8 
and 8:45am to enjoy a time of fellowship on this 
special celebration of Jesus’ resurrection.  Please 
Sign up in the Narthex so we know how many to plan for. 

 

Called  
 

to Glory 
 

We pray God’s peace, 
comfort, and hope be with 
family and loved ones as we 

remember 
 

FRANK PEREZ 
 

May 11, 1929 – February 28, 2023 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

 

Grace Lutheran Endowment Fund  
(managed by The LCMS Foundation): $11,526 

 

  
 

General Fund finances through 3/12/23 
Giving-$51,744           Needed-$47,465 

THANK YOU! 
 

April 26th is Administrative 
Professional’s Day.  We want 
to give a big “Thank You” to 

Andie Arthurholtz (Treasurer), Greg Grose 
(Office Manager), and Daphne Hester 
(Financial Secretary), for going above and 
beyond the call of duty as they serve our 
church.   

Thank you for using your gifts and talents in 
service to the Lord and being a blessing to us 
all! 

   GRACE QUILTERS  

 

Quilters will be meeting Wednesday, April 
5th at 9am. There are several quilts ready to 
be put together.  

There are easy ways you can help.   
We hope you will join us! 

Voters Assembly 
The Voters Assembly will meet Sunday, May 21st, 
immediately following worship. The primary business of the 
May Voters Assembly will be the election of members to 
our Boards. Please be sure to mark the day on your calendar 
and join us for this very important meeting. 

 

FAITH IN ACTION  
RECEIVES AWARD 
 

March 16th “Faith In Action” was acknowledged 
at a dinner at the Morongo casino and resort.  
The Banning Chamber of Commerce awarded 
FIA the "Non-Profit of the Year Award". Several 
officers and members of FIA attended the dinner, 
including John and Gail Wright.  Thanks to all 
members of Grace Lutheran who have supported 
the endeavors of this group. 

 

USHERS and READERS NEEDED 
 

Sign up in the church entryway. Readers will 
need to commit to reviewing and practicing the 
assigned readings in advance of worship. A 
schedule will be established by Pastor Jason. 

“GOODIE SUNDAY”  
FELLOWSHIP  

 

The 5th Sunday of the month, April 30, we will 
enjoy “Goodie Sunday”. If you would like to 
participate, bring a small plate of “Goodies” to share 
at the Coffee Fellowship. 

 

RECYCLABLES 
 
 

Thanks to all of you who have continued  to save your 
recyclables for the Altar Guild. Bob Taylor prepares them 
to take to the recycling center. It’s very helpful to Bob if you 
remove the cap and rinse any sticky bottles or cans and 
smash them. Don’t put the cap back on, but put it in the 
bag too. This will save Bob much time and energy.   

 

Remember—Items must say CA CRV.  
THANK YOU! 

TRUSTEES MUST MOVE PIANO 
 

We are looking into getting new flooring in 
the Sunday School/Conference Room.  
There is an old upright piano that needs to find a new 
home. You may have it for free, but you must provide 
your own transportation. Stop by and take a look and 
tell your friends. Great for grandchildren’s piano 
lessons. Call Keith Moddelmog if you are interested.  
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GRACE LUTHERAN EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM UPDATE 
 

On Saturday, March 4, our Emergency Team completed the third training session since being 
organized last year after the church purchased an Automated External Defibrillator (AED). Having 
trained members, and an AED on hand, will help increase the chance of survival if an incident of 
cardiac arrest occurs. So our church is fortunate to have six members who have volunteered to serve on 
the emergency Response team, and to receive frequent training. The training consists of performing 
CPR, and use of the AED, along wit how to rapidly respond if necessary. Our team will continue to 
receive refresher training every three months. The volunteers are: Jerry Beck Renee Vallin, Sandra 
Scharlemann, Sally Schwartz, Lequita Bustamante and Ed Dominguez. Ed, who has training as an 
EMT is serving as our training facilitator. We are fortunate that all these members have signed up to 

provide this service to our 
church. 
 

Pictured L to R are: 

Ed Dominguez, Darryl Craft, 
Jerry Beck, Bob Taylor, 
Lequita Bustamante, Renee 
Vallin, Lois and Pastor 
Hong, Sandra and Pastor 
Scharlemann.  Picture taken 
by Linda Taylor. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
SUMMARY FOR FEBRUARY 2023 

 

The Board of Directors held their monthly 
meeting on February 21. The meeting was held 
in Pastor Jason's office with Chair Linda Taylor, 
Roger Ballinger, Sandy Beck, Darryl Craft, Gus 
Acevedo, and Pastor Jason Hong in attendance. 

The BOD Minutes, Financial Secretary Report, 
Treasurer's Report, and Pastor's Report were all 
accepted as presented. The Nominating 
Committee was selected. 

A Special Voters Assembly Meeting will be held 
on March 5 to select a delegate to vote for the 
Synodical President. 

The next meeting was scheduled for March 21,  
at 10am.  

Meeting adjourned with the Lord's Prayer. 

 
 

LUTHERAN BRAILLE WORKERS 
 

LBW will be meeting April 18, & 25 at 
9am.  Help is needed, we hope to see you 
there. Questions?  

Call Linda Mohr at 805-279-5827. 

 
DONATION MAILING  
ADDRESS REMINDER 

 

If you wish to mail a donation to the 
church, for security please be sure to 
send it to:   
 

 Grace Lutheran Church 
 PO Box 204 
 Banning, CA 92220. 



 

MITES  FOR  MISSIONS 
 

Everyone has spare change making your purse or pockets heavy or laying on the counter.  You are 
invited to participate in the LWML Mite collection.  Mite boxes are available on the mail box cabinet 
or in the Fellowship Room.  Put your change in it and bring it to church on the 3rd Sunday of the 
month or to the monthly LWML meeting.  People in need in our Pacific Southwest District, the United 
States, and the world are benefited.   
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  
 

 

Lutheran Women's Missionary League would like to thank the ladies for attending our 
March meeting. We had a wonderful Bible Study led by Connie Reinecker. It was 
enjoyed along with great treats brought by Linda Taylor. We also collected articles for 
Easter Baskets that we will be putting together at the April 1 meeting.   
 

After the meeting, eight of us went to 
Russo's Italian Restaurant for lunch 
and the best kind of fellowship. After 
lunch we carpooled to Faith in 
Action's 225 Chateau Marketplace. 
We all received a 10% Off coupon to 
use on anything we purchased. The 
store was filled with so many 
beautiful things. If you get the 
chance, please visit the store. 

 

Our April meeting is early this month so that we can be able to deliver the baskets on or 
before Easter. We meet on April 1 at 10am. 
 

At the May 13 meeting we will be collecting items for Mama's house. The items that are 
most needed this time are for the mom's: 13-gal kitchen trash bags, dish soap, sanitizing/
disinfecting wipes, and baby all laundry detergents (free of dyes, fragrances, etc.) For the 
babies, diapers in sizes 3-4-5 are needed.  Diane Reyes, Program Director from Mama's 
House, will be our guest speaker. 
  
We hope that we see all the ladies of Grace at the meetings. We have a good time and 
would like to share this time with all of you. 
 

Sandy Beck, LWML Secretary 

 
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of 
God and knows God…because God is love….if we love one another, God abides in us and his 
love is perfected in us”    1 John 4:7,8,12 



 
 

1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Praise the Lord for His endless love 
and guidance as we work towards 
building capacity of Christ centered 
educational institutions in Ethiopia! 

Greetings in the Name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ!   
 
Lent reflection…During this season 
of lent, to help us focus on 
repentance and reflection, we have 
been meditating on Psalm 25:4 – 5 
“4 Make me to know your ways, 
O LORD; teach me your paths.5 Lead 
me in your truth and teach me, for 
you are the God of my salvation; for 
you I wait all the day long.”  
 
In addition, while searching for 
additional reading materials I came 
across the title “Lent 2023: Finding 
God in the Chaos” on 
https://ignatiansolidarity.net/lent-
2023/.  As I read further, there was a 
short explanation that got my 
attention to ponder. – “Chaotic. A 
word some might choose to describe 
the state of our world today. As we 
look at the global landscape, it isn’t 
difficult to see why—war and 
violence, illness and grief, economic 
uncertainty and fear, injustice and 
polarization rule the headlines and 
impact each of our lives in some 
way. But on Ash Wednesday, a 
reminder: even now, says our God, 

return to me with all your heart. ….. 
So, yes, even now, even in the chaos, 
we are called to find God.” 
Prayerfully wishing you a blessed 
Lent. 
 
Building Capacity 2023…working 
closely with the leadership team of 
our partnering institutions at 
Concordia University Irvine (CUI), 
MYS, MYMLC – AA, and MYMLC – B in 
reflecting and evaluating professional 
development activities offered in 
2022, we have identified areas of 
opportunities for professional growth 
seminars. Thus, utilizing the 
book “The Idea and Practice of a 
Christian University – A Lutheran 
Approach” Edited by Dr. Scott A. 
Ashmon, with the overarching theme 
“The Idea and Practice of a Christian 
University”, the 2022/2023 monthly 
seminar series is progressing very 
well. 
Thus far, the following 4 seminars 
have been offered - Seminar I - “The 
Purpose of a Christian University: a 
Lutheran Vision.” On October 10, 
2022, Seminar II - “The Vocation of a 
Professor: Tensions and Tightropes 
Between Two Kingdoms” on 
November 14, 2022, Seminar 3: 
“Distinctives of Lutheran Theology for 
Higher Education” on December 13,  
2022, and Seminar 4: “The Vocation 
of a Student” on January 24, 2023, 

Seminar 5: “Fulfilling Laws and 
Advancing the Mission: The Vocation 
of the Board of Regents” - February 
21, 2023, with average attendance of 
twenty-six participants.  
 
Furthermore, several positive 
feedbacks have been received from 
our participants as to the relevance, 
timeliness of the topics, and 
materials covered. We would like to 
thank the CUI leadership team for 
the continued partnership efforts in 
providing quality professional 
development seminars to our 
brothers and sisters in Ethiopia.  
 
Mentoring/Coaching…  
personalized one-on-one 
mentoring/coaching sessions to 
individuals who are serving in 
leadership role is currently in 
progress. Thus far, in 2023, we have 
had two sessions and more monthly  

sessions are in the planning. As a 
mentor/coach, utilizing my 
professional experience and spiritual 
gifts, it is rewarding to serve at this 

      Building Capacity 2023 

Haragewen.kinde@missionofchrist.org                                                                                                        February/March  2023 Newletter  



capacity in facilitating fellow 
Christian’s spiritual, personal, and  
professional development to enable 
personal and organizational success 
for the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Partnership efforts …. As expressed 
in MCN’s mission statement “… to 
boldly, intentionally and faithfully 
known the light, love, and peace of 
Jesus Christ, by word and deed, to 
those around the world who live in 
spiritual disbelief, darkness and 
despair.”, building new partnerships 
and strengthening existing 
relationships is an ongoing objective 
of our ministry. Thus, in early 
November 2022, I was introduced to 
the Rev. Dr. S.T. Williams, President 
of the Black Clergy Caucus (BCC) of 
the Lutheran Church - LCMS, through 
one of our partners. 
 
 Although I did not know much about 
the BCC, following the introduction, 
made an appointment to share 
ministry work and to learn about the 
BCC with Rev. Williams. In the 
meantime, he sent out the Fall 2022 
Black Ministry newsletter – 
“timeline” to all current and 
prospective partners.  Since I was 
preparing for my upcoming meeting 
to share about our ministry work in 
Ethiopia, I was very happy to receive 
the newsletter, read it cover to cover 
to learn more about BCC ministries 
and partnering opportunities.  To my 
surprise and joy, the topics covered 
were exactly what our ministry 
currently is focused on for the youth 
in Ethiopia. To mention a few of the 
topics covered on the Timeline 
newsletter that got my attention and 
alignment with our ministry are – 
“Empowering a New Generation of 

Church and School Leaders”, “The 
Importance of Christian Education to 
Empower The Next Generation”, 
Reaching Youth in The Church and 
Community: A 21st Century 
Challenge”, “Reaching a New 
Generation of Church Leaders”, 
“Mission Work in a Changing World”, 
and “Are Schools The New Church 
Plant?”.  Thus, following the 
introductory meeting with the Rev. 
Dr. S.T. Williams, our ministry was 

invited to present ministry work at 
the spring 2023 BCC conference – 
“Advancing the Next Generation” in 
Jacksonville, Florida.  In addition, we 
learned that the BCC’s theme for the 
next three years is - “Advancing the 
Next generation “. 
 
Furthermore, the BCC has chosen to 
support this ministry prayerfully and 

financially. We praise The Lord for the 
introduction, timing, fruition of this 

partnership, fellowship time at the 
conference, and for the work ahead! 
It is our prayer that, working with all 
our partners, that our ministry will 
grow to serve more countries in East 
Africa and then all of Africa for 
generations to come!  
 
Our focused efforts for spring and 
fall 2023 is guided by, understanding 
that leaders are not only leading for 
now but laying the groundwork for 
sustainable leaders that will last for 
generations. Thank you for your 
continued prayers and support! 
 
Please pray for:  
-> The People of Ethiopia,   
-> Coordination efforts with CUI for 
Spring 2023 Leadership Seminars. 
-> For all MYS programs - Leadership 
team, faculty, and students.  
->Development of English Language 
Program at MYS  
-> Planning for 2023/2024 ministry 
opportunities in leadership training 
and other areas of focus. 
  
To provide tax deductible gift to 
support this mission work, please go 
to  
www.missionofchrist.org/service/k
inde-haragewen    
Or  
send your gift to the address below 
and specify the support is for:  
 
Haragewen Abraham Kinde Mission 
Partner in Ethiopia work. 

Mission of Christ Network  
P.O. Box 533                       
Concordia MO 64020 
 
 
 



 

READ THE BIBLE IN A YEAR 

To encourage reading of the Bible, each month we will provide a reading chart in the newsletter.  

 If followed, you will be able to read through the Bible in a year!   
 

APRIL READINGS 

Date   Readings   

April 1    Deuteronomy 18:1-20:20  Luke 9:28-50  Psalm 73:1-28  Proverbs 12:10 

2  Deuteronomy 21:1-22:30  Luke 9:51-10:12  Psalm 74:1-23  Proverbs 12:11 

3  Deuteronomy 23:1-25:19  Luke 10:13-37  Psalm 75:1-10  Proverbs 12:12-14 

4  Deuteronomy 26:1-27:26  Luke 10:38-11:13  Psalm 76:1-12  Proverbs 12:15-17 

5  Deuteronomy 28:1-68  Luke 11:14-36  Psalm 77:1-20  Proverbs 12:18 

6  Deuteronomy 29:1-30:20  Luke 11:37-12:7  Psalm 78:1-31  Proverbs 12:19-20 

7  Deuteronomy 31:1-32:27  Luke 12:8-34  Psalm 78:32-55  Proverbs 12:21-23 

8  Deuteronomy 32:28-52  Luke 12:35-59  Psalm 78:56-64  Proverbs 12:24 

9  Deuteronomy 33:1-29  Luke 13:1-21  Psalm 78:65-72  Proverbs 12:25 

10  Deut 34:1-12; 
 Joshua 1:1-2:24 

 Luke 13:22-14:6  Psalm 79:1-13  Proverbs 12:26 

11  Joshua 3:1-4:24  Luke 14:7-35  Psalm 80:1-19  Proverbs 12:27-28 

12  Joshua 5:1-7:15  Luke 15:1-32  Psalm 81:1-16  Proverbs 13:1 

13  Joshua 7:16-9:2  Luke 16:1-18  Psalm 82:1-8  Proverbs 13:2-3 

14  Joshua 9:3-10:43  Luke 16:19-17:10  Psalm 83:1-18  Proverbs 13:4 

15  Joshua 11:1-12:24  Luke 17:11-37  Psalm 84:1-12  Proverbs 13:5-6 

16  Joshua 13:1-14:15  Luke 18:1-17  Psalm 85:1-13  Proverbs 13:7-8 

17  Joshua 15:1-63  Luke 18:18-43  Psalm 86:1-17  Proverbs 13:9-10 

18  Joshua 16:1-18:28  Luke 19:1-27  Psalm 87:1-7  Proverbs 13:11 

19  Joshua 19:1-20:9  Luke 19:28-48  Psalm 88:1-18  Proverbs 13:12-14 

20  Joshua 21:1-22:20  Luke 20:1-16  Psalm 89:1-13  Proverbs 13:15-16 

21  Joshua 22:21-23:16  Luke 20:27-47  Psalm 89:14-37  Proverbs 13:17-19 

22  Joshua 24:1-33  Luke 21:1-28  Psalm 89:38-52  Proverbs 13:20-23 

23  Judges 1:1-2:9  Luke 21:29-22:13  Psalm 90:1-91:16  Proverbs 13:24-25 

24  Judges 2:10-3:31  Luke 22:14-34  Psalm 92:1-93:5  Proverbs 14:1-2 

25  Judges 4:1-5:31  Luke 22:35-53  Psalm 94:1-23  Proverbs 14:3-4 

26  Judges 6:1-40  Luke 22:54-23:12  Psalm 95:1-96:13  Proverbs 14:5-6 

27  Judges 7:1-8:17  Luke 23:13-43  Psalm 97:1-98:9  Proverbs 14:7-8 

28  Judges 8:18-9:21  Luke 23:44-24:12  Psalm 99:1-9  Proverbs 14:9-10 

29  Judges 9:22-10:18  Luke 24:13-53  Psalm 100:1-5  Proverbs 14:11-12 

30  Judges 11:1-12:15  John 1:1-28  Psalm 101:1-8  Proverbs 14:13-14 




