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COMMUNICATION IN MARRIAGE
In any relationship, but especially in marriage, communication is important. This
seems obvious, but apparently many marriages lack meaningful communication. In
fact, communication problems often top the list of marital discord.
The divorce statistics are quite shocking—half of all marriages end in divorce.
What a staggering number! If those marriages worked on better communication, they
may have had more meaningful and lasting relationships.
So how well are we doing? How are our married children, grandchildren doing?
We all need to work on communication. Here are a few questions to ask for selfreflection:

1. Does your conversation touch mainly on surface level issues or are you able to
share feelings and emotions regularly?
2. How does your personality play a role in your communication? For example,
someone who is afraid of conflict may “give in” without expressing their true
feelings.
3. Do you find yourself lecturing your spouse instead of conversing?
4. Do you take ownership by making "I" statements or do you accuse with "you"
statements?
5. Are you active in conversation or do you stay silent and avoid issues?
6. Do you find yourself interrupting your spouse or do you actively listen?
7. Do you only talk when you have an agenda, a personal list of things you feel are
important, or do you talk with each other regularly?
As you reflect on the questions above, share your view with your husband/wife and
see if you agree with one another. If you don’t agree, this may open doors to help you
understand one another better, work on ineffective communication habits you may
have fostered for years, and bring about change for greater love and intimacy.
This is meant to just begin the discussion on marriage communication. By no
means is it the end. In Jesus I pray your marriage will find greater love and joy!
In the service of Christ Jesus,

—Pastor Jason
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W ORSHIP S ERVICES
Traditional Service 9 am
Sunday School &
Adult Bible Study at 10:15 am
Holy Communion August 12 & 26

B OARD OF D IRECTORS
A regular meeting of the Grace Lutheran Church
Board of Directors was held June 26, 2018.
Thanks, and appreciation was given to Dennis Barnett
for his years of service as both Chair and Vice Chair
and to Doug Rakow as Chair in year 2017-18,
appreciation to Doug as he continues to serve on the
Board of Directors for two more years.
Elections of officers were held: Jeannette Bailey as
Chair, John Wright as Vice-Chair and Linda Taylor as
Secretary.
Appreciation to the Sunday School for sponsoring the
Church in the Park Sunday in June.
Next meeting to be held July 24 at 6:30pm.

B OARD OF T RUSTEES
Trustees meeting of July 11, 2018.
Present: Benninghoff, Ben; Berghoefer, Rick;
Konrad, George; McCage, Don; Pay, Colin; Taylor,
Bob. Guest: Grose, Greg.
Meeting called to order by popular acclaim at
8:04am. Colin Pay accepted and was voted Trustee
Chairman. A great vote of “Thanks!” to Colin.
Old business: Window in Pastor’s office installed,
bathroom leak repaired.
New business: Six medium tasks need to be
addressed, most would be completed on this
workday. Consideration was given as to where new
handicapped parking places were to be allocated.
Meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer at 8:19 AM.
Next Trustees’ meeting to be at 8 on Wednesday,
August 15th.

Respectfully submitted, George Konrad,
Secretary.

August BIRTHDAYS
Bailey, Jeannette
McCage, Don
King, Barbara
Hester, Carl
Barnett, Dennis
Mattijetz, Gerry
Helmich, Sandy
Haughn, Janie
Cummings, Joyce

8/3
8/4
8/6
8/15
8/16
8/20
8/21
8/25
8/28

August ANNIVERSARIES
Carl & Daphne Hester
Mike & Joyce Cummings
Carl & Dee Moore
Seth & Myrna Eberhardt
Manny & Susan Martinez

8/3
8/6
8/7
8/19
8/30

Save the date!
October 20,
2018!
Celebrating 75 years of providing the
Truth to the visually impaired!
NEW BIBLE STUDY COMING:
Jesus' "I Am" Words
Pastor will begin a new study on the “I Am”
words of Christ as found in the Gospel of
John. One study will be held at the Lakes
Assisted Living Facility starting Tuesday, July
31 at 9am. The second will begin Friday,
August 3 in Solera at the Moddelmog home
at 10:30am. Speak to Pastor if you’d like to
join a study.
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Meet a Servant of God

— Norma Ard

Norma Smalley was born in Hollywood, California on December 15, 1931. Norma
was baptized as a baby at Faith Lutheran. She found out when she was much older that
she had an older brother that died when he was a baby. It was such a painful time for her
mother that she had never talked about it.
When she was 3 years old they moved to Coachella. When she was in kindergarten
they moved to Banning where her dad went to work building the water tunnel that goes
underground from Cabazon, through San Jacinto Mountain, then dispersed to San Diego
and other cities in the LA area. She attended school in Banning until moving to LA when she was in the
6th grade. She graduated from Fremont High School in 1950. She loved to play baseball and was the
pitcher. She loves baseball to this day.
After graduation she went to work as a bookkeeper for Kirby Shoes in Torrance. She worked her
way up filling in and learning various jobs at the company. She ended her 20 years as the Controller in
charge of 34 ladies in the office when the company started downsizing and was sold to Endicott Shoes.
Norma met her husband Lou Ard at church. She was friends with him and his wife and daughter
Kathy for several years. They all loved bowling and eventually after Lou’s wife passed, they started dating.
2 years later he took her out to dinner for her birthday and asked her to marry her. They were married on
a Saturday at home with their families in attendance. The next morning at church Lou did his job as head
usher sitting in the back. Norma was scheduled to have choir but the organ wasn’t working so choir was
cancelled and she sat with her mother at the front of the church. Norma smiled when remembering that
after the service the pastor announced that, “Lou and Norma got married yesterday and look, they are
already separated.” Their daughter Debbie lives in Claremont and Norma has several grandchildren.
When Lou and Norma retired they moved to Sun Lakes. They loved living there and had a
beautiful backyard on the golf course with 50 roses, a vegetable garden and beautiful big trees. They
enjoyed three 90 day trips traveling the world on freighter ships with 11 other older passengers. They had
nice comfortable rooms and the last two even had swimming pools. They stopped wherever the
containers were to be delivered and saw the sights of the area. Egypt, South Africa to name just a few.
When they crossed the equator there was a celebration with Lou, Norma and a staff person being sat on a
bench and water poured on their head by a staff person dressed in a woman’s 2 piece bathing suit while
all the other passengers had a good laugh. She loved these trips and would do it all again.
When they became members of Grace, Lou was the head usher and Norma was the church
Treasurer for 5 years. She was always involved in choirs.
When Lou got sick he had to go to a convalescent home. He died suddenly on December 31,
1998, while she was attending a wedding. She loved living at Sun Lakes but a friend wanted her to move
to The Lakes with her. She went there for lunch with her friend and was asked if she wanted to see an
available room. She said sure and fell in love with the beautiful view from the window of the upstairs
apartment. She decided to take it and has been at The Lakes for 17 years. She is now on the 1st floor
overlooking the putting green and thoroughly enjoys her apartment.
Norma loved bowling with Lou and friends and is an avid baseball fan. She has attended many
games with her daughter and has pictures with the players and some of their signed baseballs. She
enjoys playing Bingo at The Lakes, so call before you go visit.
The last few years she collected coupons to send to a U.S. army base in Germany to our soldiers
to help with their grocery expenses. She spent hours trimming and sorting, and sending them. The last
mailing contained $3,330.30 worth of coupons. She had to discontinue the project because of lack of
helpers but said it was time.
Over 17 years ago Norma started losing the use of her legs. She said God has blessed her with
good health otherwise and with her chair she can do everything she wants to do. She is on her third riding
wheelchair, and is so thankful for the church van and the volunteers that drive it to enable her to attend
church and Bible Study each Sunday. She appreciates how Pastor is such a caring Pastor to all of our
church members. You will see her in the entryway before service, and on the front row on the right side
during service.
Please say hello to Norma and give her God’s blessings!
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2018 PACIFIC SOUTHWEST DISTRICT CONVENTION
The District Convention, which is held once every three years, took
place in Irvine from June 27-29. Pastor Jason attended as the Pastoral
Delegate and Doug Rakow (former chair of the Board of Directors)
attended as the Lay Delegate. Below are the election results. Other
convention news will be provided at the Special Voters Assembly held on
July 29 after worship.
2018 Election Results
DISTRICT PRESIDENT
REV. DR. MICHAEL GIBSON
CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, COSTA MESA, CA
1 ST V ICE P RESIDENT
R EV . V INCE H ARMAN
C HRIST L UTHERAN C HURCH , Y UMA , AZ
2 ND V ICE P RESIDENT
R EV . J OHN C. K OCZMAN
B ETHLEHEM L UTHERAN C HURCH , C ANYON C OUNTRY , CA
3 RD V ICE P RESIDENT
R EV . T IM E ATON
E DGEWATER L UTHERAN C HURCH , E DGEWATER , CA
4 TH V ICE P RESIDENT
R EV . K EVIN A USTIN
S HEPHERD OF THE H ILLS LC, R ANCHO C UCAMONGA , CA
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SECRETARY
Rev. Richard Burkey - Christ Lutheran Church, La Mesa, CA
TREASURER
Ms. Leona Tschopp - St. John’s Lutheran Church, Orange, CA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS COMMISSIONED MEMBER – REGION 1
Ms. Bonnie Hicks - Christ the King, Newbury Park, CA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS COMMISSIONED MEMBER – REGION 2
Mr. Karl Fink - Bethany Lutheran Church, Long Beach, CA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS COMMISSIONED MEMBER – REGION 3
Mrs. Conni Schramm - Faith Lutheran Church, Capistrano Beach, CA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS COMMISSIONED MEMBER – REGION 4
Mr. Robert Koehne - Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, Phoenix, AZ
BOARD OF DIRECTORS LAY MEMBER – REGION 1
Mrs. Heather Davis - Hope Memorial Lutheran Church, Los Angeles, CA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS LAY MEMBER – REGION 2
Mr. Adam Stadnik - Shepherd of the Hills, Rancho Cucamonga, CA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS LAY MEMBER – REGION 3
Mr. Joel Held - Edgewater Lutheran Church, Eastvale, CA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS LAY MEMBER – REGION 4
Mrs. Linda Tayrien - Mt. View Lutheran Church, Las Vegas, NV
LCEF COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
Mr. Julian Fruhling - Desert Foothills Lutheran Church, Scottsdale, AZ
CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE – CLERGY
Rev. Kerry Duerr - Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Anaheim, CA
Rev. Bruce Jeske - The Gathering Lutheran Church, Long Beach, CA
CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE – LAY
Ms. Carol Stoop - Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Goleta, CA
2019 SYNOD NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Mrs. Linda Stoterau - St. John’s Lutheran Church, Orange, CA
CONCORDIA BOARD OF REGENTS – ORDAINED
Rev. James Henkell - St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, San Diego, CA
CONCORDIA BOARD OF REGENTS – COMMISSIONED
Dr. Steven Buuck - Faith Community Lutheran Church, Las Vegas, NV
CONCORDIA BOARD OF REGENTS – LAY
Mr. Roger Burtner - Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Anaheim, CA
Mr. Matthew Flandermeyer - Faith Community Lutheran Church, Las Vegas, NV
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Grace Lutheran
Church
Supper Fellowship
Supper Fellowship Information and Update
• Sign-up sheets and forms will be available in the church narthex beginning
the first Sunday of August
•

A Supper Fellowship Meeting after church service will be held on
September 9th in the Church Fellowship Hall to answer any questions and
help with the planning of the next Church Supper Fellowship Groups

•

The Church Suppers will be held once a month. We will meet for 4 months
rotating the host couple and location. For this session, the first supper
meetings will be in September until December. The fifth month (January)
all of the groups will meet at church to discuss any recommendations or
ideas and choose new groups.

•

Suppers do not need to be fancy or elaborate.

•

If you would like more information before signing up, please contact one of
the following people:
➢ Ben & Ann Benninghoff – (951) 845-9259 or
➢ Jerry & Sandy Beck – (626) 625-6230
➢ Bob & Linda Taylor – (951) 845-9250
➢ Ev & Alice Hermanson – (951) 845-9607

Submitted by: Ann Benninghoff
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Supper Fellowship Questionnaire
Name(s) ________________________________________________
Do you have any food allergies? Yes:________

No: ________

Please list them: __________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
Are there any foods you don’t care for: ___________________________
_______________________________________________________
Please let us know if you need transportation: _____________
We’d like to know some of your interests: _________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
LUTHERAN WOMEN’S MISSIONARY LEAGUE
Fourteen ladies attended the meeting to discuss starting an LWML (Lutheran
Women’s Missionary League). At one time in the 50’s Grace had 2 LWML
groups (afternoon and evening) - the largest in the zone. There was a
unanimous vote to reactivate Grace’s LWML with Nita Hallmann as the
President and Sandy Beck as Secretary. It was decided to meet the first
Saturday of each month at 10am - starting in September. Ways to serve
others in the community was also discussed. Watch for additional information
in the Sunday bulletins and the monthly newsletter. Be sure to mark your
calendar for Saturday, September 1st.

Mekane Yesus (“Place of Jesus”) University Under-formation
Project Newsletter (MY-UUFPN)
Haragewen.kinde@missionofchrist.org
We continue to praise the Lord for His
endless love and guidance as we work
towards building the best Christ
centered educational institution in
Ethiopia!

June 2018 Newsletter

graduates and all who attended! The
weather was also cooperative. No rain
during graduation!

the Bishoftu campus, was able to visit
and see results of his efforts in person!

In this graduating class, we had three
employees of Mekane Yesus Seminary
(MYS) who earned their Master of Arts
degree in Organizational Leadership.
We are very proud of their
accomplishments!

Furthermore, Bishoftu campus received
the first visit from the Higher
Education Relevance and Quality
Agency (HERQA) in Addis Ababa, on
Tuesday June 5, 2018! We had a great
meeting and currently working on
addressing questions raised at this initial
meeting. The completed report will be
submitted by the second week of July!
We praise the Lord for our progress in a
very short time and continue to develop
the Bishoftu camps to meet the HERQA
requirements to be able to offer degree
programs that will serve the community
further soon!

Academic year 2017-2018 has been a
year of accomplishments and blessings
on all aspects of the Mekane Yesus
University Under Formation Project!
by [Article Author]

It is with great joy that I share with you,
on Sunday June 17, 2018, graduation
ceremony was held for two hundred and
fifty-seven Mekane Yesus Management
and Leadership College (MY-MLC)
graduating students! That is, thirty-two
students received Master of Arts in
Organizational Leadership; two
hundred and four students received
Bachelor of Arts degrees from
Accounting & Finance, Gender and
Development Studies and Management
Programs; twenty-one students
received Certificate in Leadership
Development in Women Institute and
Center Program! Congratulations to our
graduates!

Please pray for -> Accreditation Process for the Bishoftu
campus
-> Reliable vehicle transportation
between Addis Ababa and Bishoftu
-> Student Recruitment
-> Summer advocacy activities

Several honored guests, including from
the Ethiopian Evangelical Church
Mekane Yesus Leadership,
representative of partners and mission
organizations were present at this
special day. In addition, the Rev. Dr.
Tilahun Mendedo, an honored guest
who traveled the longest distance (from
the United States of America), delivered
the sermon based from Nehemiah 2:20.
It was a very special day to our

For this academic year, this was one of
the important contributions of the
College through building capacity of
MYS employees. Similarly, working in
partnership with Concordia University
Irvine (CUI), we have identified 4-5
To provide tax deductible gift to
employees who are currently in a
support this mission work, please go to
leadership position with the college, to
seek admission and pursue the Doctor of
Education (EdD) program! We are very www.missionofchrist.org/service/kinde-haragewen
Or send your gift to the
grateful to the CUI leadership for
address
below
and specify the support is
partnering with us in a formal way
for:
towards building capacity and
academic excellence at MY-MLC! This
Haragewen Abraham Kinde Mission
effort is very timely for the Ethiopian
Partner in Ethiopia work.
Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus
(EECMY) and Ethiopia!
Mission of Christ Network
P.O. Box 533
Following graduation activities, the Rev.
Concordia MO 64020
Dr. Tilahun Mendedo, who has greatly
contributed to the current progress of

