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PASTOR JASON’S MESSAGE
Keep the faith; put it into Gods hands, Live, Love, and Laugh. In the name of Jesus, all is possible!
As we begin the New Year we will find
ourselves in a unique situation because no two people
have the same set of circumstances. Some will find
things progressing smoothly, others will find life very
difficult. Sometimes we’re able to hear God speak to
us through His Word, and at other times we may feel
like we’re in the dark. Whatever the circumstances
may be, the truth remains that our lives are in God’s
hands.
I came across a testimony by a former
member of our church, Tony Nelson. The names of
some of the people may be unfamiliar to you because
they are no longer here at Grace, but the content of
the message still rings true. Of course Tony’s
testimony is his personal testimony. God works in
different ways for each individual. Regardless, as I reread what he wrote over a decade ago, it was blessing
to me and I hope it will be a blessing and
encouragement to you also.
In Christ,
Pastor Jason

My Life Is in God’s Hands
A Personal Testimony by Tony Nelson
The recession has hit everyone hard including
me. One minute everything is fine and you’re able to
pay the bills and buy stuff like food, gas and treat
yourself to some little special something that maybe
you really didn’t need. The next thing you know, the
rug to your life has been pulled out from underneath
you.
I fell into a real funk, a kind of depression for
about 6 months or so. I lost my 2005 Toyota truck

and had a hard time trying to figure out which bills to
pay and which bills not to pay. Now food and gas
were a luxury! You see I live almost 40 miles away
from Grace in the city of Highland. That was another
thing I had to weigh. Could I afford to continue to
attend church here at Grace?
The stress of the world was great. It weighed
me down like a millstone tied around my neck. I
truly could no longer handle even the smallest bit of
bad news; I did not want to open the mailbox for fear
of a new bill or an old bill that still needed to be paid.
The only thing that kept me going was church, but I
could not go to church if I could not give to God the
tithing that comes from my heart. Though it was not
much, I felt I had to give something, so church was
now a luxury also.
Now this is how God worked in my life. Bob
Holman asked if I would help out with the High
School aged kids as a teacher and anyone who knows
Mr. Holman knows it’s hard to turn him down and I
didn’t. Now as a Sunday school teacher I had to
prepare the lesson for that Sunday. I did not want to
misinform the kids nor did I want to let God down,
so I studied very hard for each lesson. I now found
myself the student and something else happened.
God was speaking to me through my heart, I found
myself listening.
Faith in God is easy to say and hard to do.
Although faith is a noun, to me it is a verb which is an
action word. Faith is a gift of God laid upon the
hearts of those who believe that Jesus died for our
sins and that God raised Him from the dead. The
more I was in the Word of God, the greater my faith
became.
My life got to a point where I could no
longer carry the weight of the world on my back. I
(Continued on page 3)
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January BIRTHDAYS

T RADITIONAL S ERVICE 9 AM

4–

Jerry Munnelly

Communion - January 8 & 22

4–

Jack Sturm

10-10:15 AM C OFFEE F ELLOWSHIP
10:15 AM B IBLE S TUDY

10 –

Services will be video recorded and posted
online at glcbanning.org. You may also follow
along with the order of service sent by email.

13 –

Hailu Kinde

15 –

Greg Grose

16 –

Roger Ballinger

Office Hours: Closed Mondays - Pastor’s day off

17 –

Linda Riccio

21 –

Linda Taylor

24 –

Guil Ruedlinger

24 –

Elisia Valencia-Mata

29 –

Bob Taylor

30 –

Dee Moore

Tues-Wed-Thurs 8--noon;

Friday 8--10am.

Called
to Glory

Rita Goss

10 – Gabe Mata

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY

We pray God’s peace, comfort,
and hope be with family and loved
ones as we remember:

28 – Gus & Barbara Acevedo

Dale Hammer

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY:

May17, 1931 - December 1, 2022

REVELATION

Collen Gutting
June 15, 1927 - December 7, 2022

JOIN US TO WELCOME
THE REVEREND JOHN SCHARLEMANN
Sunday, January 1st, Pastor John will be installed as
Grace’s Pastoral Assistant. We will have a special
cake in his honor following worship in the
Fellowship Room. Please come and welcome Pastor
John and his wife Sandra.

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, the last book
of the New Testament, is surely the strangest
book in the Bible. The Christian Church has
often tried to avoid studying these
mysterious chapters because the numbers
and images found in Revelation seem too
bizarre to be taken very seriously. Yet, there
is a way to understand its overall message
using the Lutheran principle of “letting
Scripture interpret Scripture!” Join us
beginning January 8 after the worship
service in the Fellowship Hall as we take a
look at the Apostle John’s vision of our
triumphant future which will surely follow
these difficult days on earth.
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could see if I wanted to cross the finish line I had to lighten the
load, not test to see if God could or would carry the load, but
to truly trust in Him and to let whatever His will for me be
done.
My life started to change. God sure had a lot to say to
me, the Holy Spirit was guiding me. I found myself
volunteering to help build a house in Mexico, helping out at
the church where I could. I was trying to give more and more
to the needy whether it was food, money or just my time.
Deacon Gary and I were talking one Sunday morning
and he brought up something about the Lay Leadership
training program. He thought that it was something that might
interest me and that I should maybe check into it. I really had
to pray about it; I wanted it to be the will of God and not my
own motivations. The cost of the class was something that
concerned me. It turned out not to be a problem. It was the
will of God at work here. God made it happen! We have one
great pastor and two of the best deacons; true heroes of the
faith. Well, needless to say I will start my fifth class on January
4, 2011. Praise be to God!
Last December I found myself needing money once
again, but this time I just did not stress about it. Instead, I
prayed about it. Then, a few days later, my neighbor knocked
on my door and asked if I would paint her whole house and
that she would pay me for it. At first, I was thinking no way. I
really hate to paint, but before I could say no, God screamed
at me to do it. So I said sure, I would love to. Later on, after
the painting job was done I was thinking about how God did
not just help me with my money problem, He came knocking
on my front door to help me over and over again. Praise be to
God!
The recession has hurt a lot people. I was caught up in
the storm and God sent me a life raft. He lightened my load
and God has shown me that my faith in Him will always see
me through. This experience has taught me so much; 1.) Put it
into Gods Hands. 2.) Keep the faith. 3.) Open your heart and
listen to God. 4.) I can live fine on much less money. 5.)
Helping others in need is so important to God. 6.) Stay in the
Word and God will speak to me through the Word. 7.) And
God’s Love always wins.
Now as of November 30, 2010 I went back to work as
a Union Electrician in Orange County, and on December 4,
2010 I married my long time girl friend Judy. Praise be to
God!
Keep the faith; put it into Gods hands, Live, Love, and
Laugh. In the name of Jesus, all is possible!

Friday Bible Study
FRIDAY BIBLE STUDY will begin
January 27 at 10am. You are invited to join
us as we go through Luther's Small
Catechism and the basics of the Christian
faith. This class is required for those who
wish to become new members of our
church and have never been confirmed in
the LCMS. A sign up sheet is in the
entryway. You will need two books for this
class (Above All Else and Luther's Small
Catechism). If you do not have these books
be sure to sign up and mark the appropriate
boxes.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
Grace Lutheran Endowment Fund
(managed by The LCMS Foundation): $10,560
Mortgage balance
(owed to Thrivent Financial): 0
General Fund finances through
12/11/22:
Income-$207,281 Expenses-$212,326

“GOODIE SUNDAY”
FELLOWSHIP
The 5th Sunday of the month, January 29,
we will enjoy “Goodie Sunday”. If you would
like to participate, bring a small plate of
“Goodies” to share at the Coffee Fellowship.
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Celebrating Christmas
with Grace
LUTHERAN BRAILLE WORKERS
LBW will be opening up on Tuesday,
January 10, at 9 am. We will be having a
planning meeting and a work session. Hope to
see you there.
If there are any questions, please call Linda
Mohr at 805-279-5827.

GRACE QUILTERS

Quilters will not meet this month. Watch for
details regarding the next meeting. We pray for
Robin, Gail and Lequita who so faithfully lead the
group.

Dear family and friends of Grace Lutheran,
We want to thank you for all your cards and
gifts during Christmas and throughout the
year. You have been a blessing to us as you
have continued to shower us with your loving
support.
The cards and emails of love and
encouragement made quite an impact upon
me, as your pastor. Again I was humbled to
know that God can use me for His kingdom
work and for His people through Grace,
Banning. May God continue to bless you and
your loved ones abundantly as you have so
graciously been a blessing to us!
In His love,
Pastor Jason, Lois and Janice

“Come on, Ring Those Bells,” was the theme this
year. The program started with those who came to help
set up on Friday, singing the song with Linda Taylor
leading, and everyone joining in on the chorus. No one
will forget the chorus to that song because it was
repeated , repeated …..5 times. Everyone was smiling
and ready for the real program.
There were many people involved in making our
Christmas Dinner and worship a wonderful afternoon. A
special thank you to Ed Dominguez who was our MC this
year. He did a great job and has been booked for next
year. Pastor Jason did the opening and closing prayers.
Brianna Thackary, the McCage’s
granddaughter, sang “O Holy Night,”
assisted by one of her twin daughters,
(not sure which one as they are
identical). It won’t be long before
they are singing for us too.
Pastor John Scharlemann played
guitar, with his friend Don Belter on
guitar and harmonica, and Pastor
Jason also lending his voice provided
our Christmas music of “What Child
is This,” “Hark the Herald,” and a
beautiful rendition of “Hallelujah” in
which we all joined in on the
chorus.
Jerry Beck and John Wright conducted
the raffle of 14 baskets with the excellent
help of Janice. Many people went home
happy winners, and we closed the
program by singing “Joy to the World.”
We can’t forget everyone who donated the raffle baskets;
Those who bought tickets for the raffle; the cooks - The
Fellowship Committee; the Darryl & Estella Craft, Don &
Pat McCage, Bob & Linda Taylor, and John & Gail
Wright, Carolyn Moddelmog and her new helper Judith
Smith. This year we were joined by many others to make
cakes and potato casseroles. Thank you so much ladies,
you made it very easy for us.
We had a grand total of 59 sign up to attend. Proceeds
will go to our Fellowship Fund (75%) and LWML
Mites (25%. Thank you all for your generosity.
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Lutheran Women
Missionary League
Our next meeting is coming up on Saturday,
January 14th at 10am. Bring a sack lunch and a
friend. We will be having a project for you to do.
Check out the LWML Pacific Southwest District
website at: psdlwml.org. The October Fall Rally was
included in December’s WOW on the very last page.
To view it go to Winter WOW 2022 (psdlwml.org).
They have an updated website that you will find very
interesting.

It’s time to sign up for the LWML Retreat in
Ontario, February 3-5, 2203 “Stepping Out—
Living on the Edge. Guest Speaker, Deb Burma,
an author of many Bible studies and other
Christian books through Concordia Publishing
House,. She wants to teach us that it’s only
because the Savior offers His guidance and
strength that women can step out of their comfort
zone and serve Him in whatever capacity they are
called to serve. Jesus calls women to the edge of
living boldly as God’s daughters. He steps in, so
His daughters can step out.
We have started planning programs for 2023. If
you have any suggestions regarding mission
projects, speakers, or would like to serve as a
board member, please let the board know. This
year was centered around children and mission
groups in our surrounding community. Thank you
for your great participation in providing items
needed to bless others.
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from
God, and whoever loves has been born of God and
knows God…because God is love….if we love one
another, God abides in us and his love is perfected
in us” (1John 4:7,8,12)

DONATION MAILING
ADDRESS REMINDER
If you mail a donation to the church, for
security please send it to:
Grace Lutheran Church,
PO Box 204, Banning, CA 92220.

MITES FOR MISSIONS
Everyone has spare change making your
purse or pockets heavy or laying on the
counter. You are invited to participate in the
LWML Mite collection. Mite boxes are
available on the mail box cabinet or in the
Fellowship Room. Put your change in it and
bring it to church on the 3rd Sunday of the
month or to the monthly LWML meeting.
People in need in our Pacific Southwest
District, the United States, and the world are
benefited.

STATER CARDS
Stater Cards are available for purchase in
the Fellowship Hall after worship the 1st &
3rd Sunday of the month and in the church
office between 9-10am Friday mornings.
Payment by check is preferred to limit risk
of loss. Best to call and make an
appointment with Greg.

USHERS and READERS
NEEDED
If you would like to serve as an usher, or
if you would like to read one of the
Scripture lessons during Sunday
morning worship, you may sign up in
the church entryway.
Readers will need to commit to
reviewing and practicing the assigned
readings in advance of worship. A
schedule will be established by Pastor
Jason.

Dear Grace Lutheran Church Family,
For God so loved the world that he gave his
one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. John
3:16 Merry Christmas!
May the peace and blessings of Christmas be
yours. We pray that the New Year brings your
family: the gift of love, the gift of peace, and
the gift of happiness. Thank you very much
for your prayers and support in 2022!
Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year!
Hailu and Haragewen Kinde

HEALTH NOTES
The articles below were taken from our District e-news several years ago. May God bless you with His
peace and all sufficient grace!
ONE MINUTE: "Feeling Good: New Mood Therapy"
Depression and anxiety affects millions of Americans. Some symptoms of depression include loss of
appetite, loss of pleasure, difficulty concentrating, lack of energy, sadness, feeling 'blue' and loss of
purpose. Sometimes suicidal thoughts cross one's mind. Anxious feelings sometimes overwhelm. Racing
thought overcome normalcy. A useful 'self-help' book I recommend is the best-selling "Feeling Good: The
New Mood Therapy" by Dr. David Burns. Burns believes "feelings" are created from our thoughts; these
troubling thoughts cause us depression and anxiety. He describes "ten" categories of thinking that leads to
downward emotions (i.e., all or nothing thinking, jumping to conclusions, etc.). His 'three column"
exercise is a simple and powerful tool to get one to feeling better and 'feeling good' again. While he
supports use of anti-depressant or anti-anxiety medication, if you don't want to take medications, this
book invites readers to learn how to combat negative emotions without drugs.
Diabetes and Exercise
Diabetes is a devastating disease. Combined with hypertension as a comorbidity, it can result in heart
disease, kidney failure, blindness and other serious consequences. The outcomes of both diabetes and
hypertension can be reduced through a good exercise program. For more information visit
www.diabetes.org.
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READ THE BIBLE IN A YEAR
We want to encourage your reading of the Bible throughout the year so we will again provide a reading chart in the newsletter. If
followed completely, you will be able to read through the Bible in a year! If that seems like too much, you can choose to read
through the Old or New Testament by reading the sections listed in the appropriate column.

JANUARY READINGS
Date

Readings

Jan 1

Genesis 1:1-2:25

Matthew 1:1-2:12

Psalm 1:1-6

Proverbs 1:1-6

2

Genesis 3:1-4:26

Matthew 2:13-3:6

Psalm 2:1-12

Proverbs 1:7-9

3

Genesis 5:1-7:24

Matthew 3:7-4:11

Psalm 3:1-8

Proverbs 1:10-19

4

Genesis 8:1-10:32

Matthew 4:12-25

Psalm 4:1-8

Proverbs 1:20-23

5

Genesis 11:1-13:4

Matthew 5:1-26

Psalm 5:1-12

Proverbs 1:24-28

6

Genesis 13:5-15:21

Matthew 5:27-48

Psalm 6:1-10

Proverbs 1:29-33

7

Genesis 16:1-18:15

Matthew 6:1-24

Psalm 7:1-17

Proverbs 2:1-5

8

Genesis 18:16-19:38

Matthew 6:25-7:14

Psalm 8:1-9

Proverbs 2:6-15

9

Genesis 20:1-22:24

Matthew 7:15-29

Psalm 9:1-12

Proverbs 2:16-22

10

Genesis 23:1-24:51

Matthew 8:1-17

Psalm 9:13-20

Proverbs 3:1-6

11

Genesis 24:52-26:16

Matthew 8:18-34

Psalm 10:1-15

Proverbs 3:7-8

12

Genesis 26:17-27:46

Matthew 9:1-17

Psalm 10:16-18

Proverbs 3:9-10

13

Genesis 28:1-29:35

Matthew 9:18-38

Psalm 11:1-7

Proverbs 3:11-12

14

Genesis 30:1-31:16

Matthew 10:1-23

Psalm 12:1-8

Proverbs 3:13-15

15

Genesis 31:17-32:12

Matthew 10:24-11:6

Psalm 13:1-6

Proverbs 3:16-18

16

Genesis 32:13-34:31

Matthew 11:7-30

Psalm 14:1-7

Proverbs 3:19-20

17

Genesis 35:1-36:43

Matthew 12:1-21

Psalm 15:1-5

Proverbs 3:21-26

18

Genesis 37:1-38:30

Matthew 12:22-45

Psalm 16:1-11

Proverbs 3:27-32

19

Genesis 39:1-41:16

Matthew 12:46-13:23

Psalm 17:1-15

Proverbs 3:33-35

20

Genesis 41:17-42:17

Matthew 13:24-46

Psalm 18:1-15

Proverbs 4:1-6

21

Genesis 42:18-43:34

Matthew 13:47-14:12

Psalm 18:16-36

Proverbs 4:7-10

22

Genesis 44:1-45:28

Matthew 14:13-36

Psalm 18:37-50

Proverbs 4:11-13

23

Genesis 46:1-47:31

Matthew 15:1-28

Psalm 19:1-14

Proverbs 4:14-19

24

Genesis 48:1-49:33

Matthew 15:29-16:12

Psalm 20:1-9

Proverbs 4:20-27

25

Matthew 16:13-17:9

Psalm 21:1-13

Proverbs 5:1-6

26

Genesis 50:1-26;
Exodus 1:1-2:10
Exodus 2:11-3:22

Matthew 17:10-27

Psalm 22:1-18

Proverbs 5:7-14

27

Exodus 4:1-5:21

Matthew 18:1-20

Psalm 22:19-31

Proverbs 5:15-21

28

Exodus 5:22-7:25

Matthew 18:21-19:12

Psalm 23:1-6

Proverbs 5:22-23

29

Exodus 8:1-9:35

Matthew 19:13-30

Psalm 24:1-10

Proverbs 6:1-5

30

Exodus 10:1-12:13

Matthew 20:1-28

Psalm 25:1-15

Proverbs 6:6-11

31

Exodus 12:14-13:16

Matthew 20:29-21:22

Psalm 25:16-22

Proverbs 6:12-15

